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SPEECH – OPENING OF THE COURTS SPEECH 
DATE:   SEPT. 12, 2012
LOCATION:  TORONTO
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 LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR ONLEY, CHIEF JUSTICE WINKLER, CHIEF JUSTICE SMITH, CHIEF JUSTICE BONKALO, ATTORNEY GENERAL GERRETSEN, JUDGES, LAWYERS, PARALEGALS, AND FRIENDS. 
AS THE TREASURER OF THE LAW SOCIETY OF UPPER CANADA, I HAVE THE PRIVILEGE OF ADDRESSING THIS COURT FOR THE FIRST TIME AS TREASURER AND TO MAKE SOME BRIEF REMARKS ON BEHALF OF THE 44,445 LAWYERS  AND 4,244 PARALEGALS OF ONTARIO.
 THE OPENING OF THE COURTS CEREMONY GIVES US AN OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE A MOMENT OUT OF THE HURLY-BURLY OF OUR DAILY ROUTINES AND TO REFLECT ON OUR SYSTEM OF JUSTICE IN ONTARIO, AND THE ROLE WE PLAY IN MAKING IT WORK IN THE SERVICE OF ONTARIANS. 
OUR SYSTEM OF JUSTICE, WHICH UPHOLDS THE RULE OF LAW AND RECOGNIZES THE CENTRAL IMPORTANCE OF AN INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY AND AN INDEPENDENT BAR, IS ENVIED AND EMULATED AROUND THE WORLD. WE HAVE GOOD REASON TO TAKE PRIDE.  
HOWEVER, LIKE ALL HUMAN ACHIEVEMENTS, OUR SYSTEM OF JUSTICE IN ONTARIO IS BY NO MEANS PERFECT. AS JUDGES, LAWYERS, LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COURT OFFICIALS, TODAY IS AN OCCASION FOR US COLLECTIVELY TO RE-COMMIT OUR SKILLS AND OUR ENERGY, NOT JUST TO MAINTAINING OUR JUSTICE SYSTEM, BUT TO MEETING THE CHALLENGES OF AN EVERY-CHANGING AND INCREASINGLY MORE COMPLEX WORLD.
THE LAW SOCIETY ACT, WHICH GOVERNS THE LEGAL PROFESSIONS IN ONTARIO, REQUIRES THE LAW SOCIETY TO MAINTAIN AND ADVANCE THE CAUSE OF JUSTICE AND THE RULE OF LAW AND TO ACT SO AS TO FACILITATE ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOR THE PEOPLE OF ONTARIO. THE LAW SOCIETY IS CARRYING OUT THESE RESPONSIBILITIES IN NUMEROUS WAYS.
FOR EXAMPLE, IN JUNE, I HAD THE HONOUR OF PRESENTING TO ATTY. GEN. GARRETSON IN CONVOCATION THE FIVE-YEAR REVIEW OF PARALEGAL REGULATION. THE REVIEW SHOWED THAT IMPLEMENTATION OF THE LAW SOCIETY’S REGULATION OF PARALEGALS HAS BEEN SUCCESSFUL.
THE REPORT SHOWS THAT BOTH PARALEGALS AND THE PUBLIC HAVE BENEFITED FROM REGULATION. AS ATTY. GEN. GARRETSON MENTIONED IN JUNE, ONTARIO WAS THE FIRST JURISDICTION IN NORTH AMERICA TO REGULATE PARALEGALS AND THE FIVE-YEAR REVIEW WILL HELP INFORM DECISIONS ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE SYSTEM THAT WE HAVE PIONEERED. TOGETHER WITH THE MINISTRY OF THE ATTY. GEN., WE ARE BUILDING A BETTER, MORE ACCESSIBLE JUSTICE SYSTEM FOR ALL ONTARIANS.
THE LAW SOCIETY HAS SUPPORTED AND WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF THE COURTS AND THE FEDERAL AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS TO COMPLETE THE UNIFIED FAMILY COURT SYSTEM IN THE PROVINCE. ADVOCATING FOR THE COMPLETION OF THIS PROJECT WILL CONTINUE TO BE AN IMPORTANT OBJECTIVE FOR THE LAW SOCIETY BECAUSE THE UNIFIED FAMILY COURT, HAS SUCCEEDED IN IMPROVING TIMELY AND EFFECTIVE ADJUDICATION OF FAMILY DISPUTES.
ENSURING THAT LAWYERS AND PARALEGALS ARE COMPETENT TO PROVIDE LEGAL SERVICES TO ONTARIANS WILL CONTINUE TO BE THE FOCUS OF MUCH OF THE LAW SOCIETY’S ATTENTION AND ACTIVITES IN THE COMING YEAR. 
THIS FALL, CONVOCATION WILL CONSIDER THE REPORT OF THE ARTICLING TASK FORCE, THE CULMINATION OF MONTHS OF RESEARCH, REFLECTION AND CONSULTATION. THE OUTCOME OF CONVOCATION'S DELIBERATIONS IS OF GREAT INTEREST TO THE PROFESSION, THE LAW SCHOOLS AND LAW STUDENTS, ALL OF WHOM HAVE SHOWN A KEEN INTEREST IN THE ISSUES. 
THE MARKET FOR THE PROVISION OF LEGAL SERVICES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD IS UNDERGOING TREMENDOUS CHANGE AND UPHEAVAL WITH THE INTRODUCTION OF NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND NEW APPROACHES TO PROVIDING LEGAL SERVICES. 
ENFIN, DEPUIS PLUSIEURS ANNÉES, LE BARREAU EST UN SIGNATAIRE DE L’ACCORD DE LIBRE CIRCULATION NATIONALE. CET ACCORD RECONNAÎT QUE LE PUBLIC CANADIEN EST MIEUX SERVI QUAND DES AVOCATES ET DES AVOCATS COMPÉTENTS SONT AUTORISÉS À SE DÉPLACER LIBREMENT ENTRE LES JURIDICTIONS PROVINCIALES DE COMMON LAW POUR FOURNIR DES CONSEILS JURIDIQUES ET POUR REPRÉSENTER LEURS CLIENTS. LE QUÉBEC, CEPENDANT, N’A PAS PARTICIPÉ PLEINEMENT À CET ACCORD. GRÂCE AUX INITIATIVES DU NOUVEAU BÂTONNIER DU QUÉBEC, MAÎTRE NICOLAS PLOURDE, MON HOMOLOGUE AU BARREAU DU QUÉBEC, QUI EST ICI AUJOURD’HUI, CETTE SITUATION VA BIENTÔT CHANGER. 
SOUS LES AUSPICES DE LA FÉDÉRATION DES ORDRES PROFESSIONNELS DE JURISTES DU CANADA, DIRIGÉE PAR JOHN HUNTER, C.R., ICI PRÉSENT, DES DISCUSSIONS SONT EN COURS POUR, NOUS L’ESPÉRONS, FAIRE ENTRER LE QUÉBEC DANS L’ACCORD CANADIEN DE LIBRE CIRCULATION NATIONALE. SI NOUS ATTEIGNONS CE RÉSULTAT, TOUS LES AVOCATS TITULAIRES DE PERMIS AU CANADA AURONT LA PLEINE MOBILITÉ POUR EXERCER PARTOUT AU PAYS DANS LEURS DOMAINES DE COMPÉTENCE. CELA SIGNIFIE QUE LA POPULATION FRANCO-ONTARIENNE AURA UN MEILLEUR ACCÈS AUX SERVICES JURIDIQUES DANS LEUR LANGUE. CELA SIGNIFIERA AUSSI QUE LE SYSTÈME BIJURIDIQUE CANADIEN A ÉVOLUÉ AU POINT QUE NOUS POUVONS MAINTENANT RECONNAÎTRE QUE LES SIMILARITÉS ENTRE LES JURIDICTIONS DE COMMON LAW ET LE SYSTÈME DE DROIT CIVIL DU QUÉBEC SONT PLUS GRANDES QUE LEURS DIFFÉRENCES. CELA INDIQUERA AUSSI QU’IL NE SERT PLUS À RIEN EN CE SIÈCLE DE MAINTENIR DES DISTINCTIONS ARTIFICIELLES ENTRE LES AVOCATES ET LES AVOCATS FORMÉS DANS L’UNE OU L’AUTRE TRADITION.
TO CONCLUDE, I WISH TO ASSURE THE COURTS, THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND ALL ASSEMBLED HERE TODAY, THAT THE LAW SOCIETY WILL CONTINUE TO ITS UTMOST TO WORK COOPERATIVELY WITH BOTH LEVELS OF THE GOVERNMENT AND THE COURTS TO ENSURE THAT OUR SYSTEM OF JUSTICE CONTINUES TO BE HELD IN HIGH REGARD, NOT JUST IN THIS PROVINCE, BUT THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, AND THAT IT CONTINUES TO RESPONSIVE TO THE NEEDS OF ALL ONTARIANS.
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