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Remarks of The Honourable Alexandra Hoy, Associate Chief Justice of Ontario
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Toronto, June 27th, 2017.
Juge en chef Strathy, Monsieur le Trésorier, collègues de la magistrature, honorables membres du conseil général du barreau, and most importantly our newest members of the Bar of Ontario, as well as your partners, families and friends -- c’est un privilège de partager cette journée speciale avec vous.
First, to each new lawyer, I express my sincere congratulations. Not counting kindergarten, today is the culmination of at least 20 years of studying and work. Lots of tuition, countless exams, numerous essays, too much coffee, and too little sleep. You have all excelled. You have done it.
Your partners, families and friends are justifiably proud of you. And you, I suspect, know that your success and presence here today owes much to them.
Vous vous souviendrez de cette journée très longtemps. I remember my own call to the bar in 1980, wearing a borrowed waistcoat and gown.
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Today is a day to revel in your new status. It is a privilege to be a lawyer. You have been admitted to a learned and honourable profession with a long tradition and high ideals.
But a legal career also comes with many obligations. When today’s celebrations subside, and you hang up your gowns, remember the Oath that you took today. Remember that in accepting the “honour” and “privilege” of becoming a lawyer you also accepted “duties” and “responsibilities.”
I thought a great deal about what words of wisdom and practical advice I could share with you as you embark on your legal careers. I practiced law for 22 years, and I have been a judge for more than 15 years. Maybe more importantly, I am also the mother of two children, one of whom is a young lawyer. Here, roughly, are six things that I have told him, and want to share with you.
First, as Chief Justice Strathy alluded to, the environment in which lawyers practice has become increasingly commercial and competitive. There is pressure to bring in and keep clients. The bottom line looms large. Undoubtedly, at some point you will find yourself in a situation where a client or- more difficult yet- a colleague wants you to do something or act in a manner that makes you feel uncomfortable. Stay true to your moral compass. Trust your instincts. Remember the Oath you took today. If you are unsure, seek advice, phone a senior lawyer you trust, phone the Law Society’s Practice Management Helpline. Have the courage to say no, even if it entails losing or

not taking on a client, or putting your law firm job at risk. Remember, the law is a profession, not just a business. Your reputation is your currency. There will always be other clients and other positions. Live within or under your means so that you can, when you need to, say “no”.
Second, you are bright, but you are also human. At some point you will make a mistake, likely several. When you discover them, you will be beside yourself. You may think that your career is over. Rest assured that almost all mistakes can be fixed. Speak to the senior lawyer on the file, or, if you are on your own, seek out the advice of an experienced lawyer, as soon as possible. It will be stressful, but you will survive.
Third, there will be many good points in your legal careers. A successful outcome to a court proceeding, a deal of some kind closed, a grateful client, or simply knowing that you have helped someone. But there will be bumps on the road: Motions lost; clients who leave you; at some point - probably through no fault of your own - you may even be fired. Failure saps the spirit. But for every set-back, every door that shuts, another door almost inevitably opens. Success has much to do with resiliency and perseverance. Lick your wounds. Pick yourself up, seize new opportunities, and carry on.
Fourth, the practice of law is demanding. It can swallow you, whole.  As W.H. Auden said in his famous poem “Law Like Love”: “Law is Good-morning and Good-night”. Take the time to take care of yourself. Exercise. Eat Well. Sleep. You will be a

better lawyer for it. And protect time for family and friends. The law is a challenging and wonderful career but family and friends will sustain you.
Fifth, do your best to enjoy what you do, and who you do it with.
Finally, you are where you are because you have had the help and support of many along the way. Remember that, and remember them. Continue to seek help and advice, and help others.


Before concluding, I want to take a moment to recognize Chief Justice Strathy, the recipient of today’s honorary doctorate.
Chief, I want to extend my sincere congratulations. When Will McDowell introduced you, he outlined your contributions to the legal profession with a very broad brush, and, because you are remarkably modest, I know you were relieved he did not say more. I will however say a few more words, not for your benefit, but for the benefit of the new lawyers joining our profession today, because I can think of no better role model than you as they enter their careers.
Chief Justice Strathy has a brilliant legal mind. It was apparent when he was a law student. As Will McDowell said, he was the Gold Medalist at U of T law school. It was apparent when he was a successful lawyer and when he became a judge. His career has culminated in the highest judicial office in this

Province. He is a highly respected jurist and a revered Chief Justice.
As newly-minted lawyers, what Chief Justice Strathy has accomplished likely seems daunting to you. So instead let me focus on two small examples of how Chief Justice Strathy has lived his life in the law.
First, my advice to you, our new lawyers, included to do your best to enjoy what you do and who you do it with. Chief Justice Strathy, you did just that. In the days when it was almost unheard of, you abandoned the security of a big Bay Street law firm to open your own firm, which your wife, Elyse Strathy, also a lawyer, managed. You are proof to our new lawyers that they can be true to themselves and successfully chart their own paths.
Second, I have urged our new lawyers to help others. At 6:30 am on Thursday mornings you and Elyse can be found in the Law Society’s basement cafeteria, serving meals to the needy as part of the Lawyers Feed the Hungry program. It is not a photo-op. It is something you do quietly and privately. The
people you serve do not know you are the Chief Justice. You are just the guy who passes the rolls. You treat everyone you encounter with dignity and respect.
Chief, you are truly deserving of the honour that was conferred upon you today. I am privileged to serve as your Associate Chief Justice. There could be no better colleague.

A nos tout nouveaux avocats et nouvelles avocates – I wish you the integrity, rigour and enthusiasm that Dr. Strathy has brought to his legal career. Je vous félicite encore. Enjoy this day, and may your life in the law be all that you want it to be.
Registrar, please close the court.
