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Dans le cadre de l’élection albertaine du 5 mai 2015, voici un message envoyé à tous les candidats de la circonscription Calgary-Currie par Sonia Pooran:
We live in the riding you seek to represent after our May 5/15 provincial elections. I support Canada’s linguistic duality and would appreciate if you could share your thoughts on the use of our official languages before the Courts of Alberta. Thanks to the leadership of Premiers such as our Peter Lougheed, we have a Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms which includes an advancement principle confirming that nothing in the Charter limits the authority of Parliament or a legislature to advance the equality of status or use of English and French.
In 2011, in a case heard in Calgary, Judge Anne Brown ruled that English and French were the official languages of our Courts and that Albertans who want to use French in judicial proceedings have the right to be heard and understood in French when appearing before the courts.
Pursuant to both federal and Alberta laws, there is a right to use both languages before the Courts. Yet, when he was Minister of Justice of Alberta, Jonathan Denis wrote «there are no specific obligations relating to the use of French in the Courts» Furthermore, Alberta’s transcript directives treat French as a foreign language. Hence, it is possible that whatever a Judge, a lawyer or a litigant say in French would be replaced in the transcript by a notation that they used a foreign language.   Moreover, information on the right to use French in civil and family causes is not readily being made available.
 
If elected, would you support and promote access to justice in both official languages before the Courts of Alberta?
Yours truly, 
Sonia Pooran, 
Bella Vista Condo, Unit 414

Voici les réponses que Sonia Pooran a reçues de Shelley Wark-Martyn (Libéral) : (les autres réponses seront ajoutées au fur et à mesure de leur réception)
From: Shelley Wark [mailto:shwark@shaw.ca] 
Sent: Wednesday, April 29, 2015 12:28 PM
To: 'Sonia Pooran'
Subject: RE: May 5, 2015 election

[bookmark: _MailEndCompose]Hi Sonia,
Absolutely, I would support and promote access to justice in both official languages before the Courts of Alberta.

Thank you for taking the time to write your question.

Shelley

Shelley Wark-Martyn
403 390 0600

“Life is either a daring adventure or nothing at all”





