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Dans le cadre de l’élection albertaine du 5 mai 2015, voici un message envoyé à tous les candidats de la circonscription Calgary-Varsity par Odile Renault Wall :
Re: your opinion regarding bilingualism and post-secondary education
I have been living for 30 years in the Varsity Riding you seek to represent after our May 5th Provincial Elections.

Being of a French origin, I am very supportive of Canada's linguistic duality.

However, I have some concerns regarding the reality of it in Alberta.

I understand that in 2011, a declaration made by Judge Anne Brown stated that English and French were the official languages of our courts. Despite this, Jonathan Denis, Minister of Justice of Alberta, wrote that there are no specific obligations relating to the use of French in the Courts!!! French is still treated as a foreign langage in judicial transcriptions (following official directives). Basically, Albertans are still mostly denied the right to be heard and understood in French when appearing before the Courts.

My second great concern is about what is happening to post-secondary education which particularly affects language teaching. Having many connections with universities in Calgary and in Edmonton, I am very perturbed by the catastrophic effects the systematic budget cuts have had particularly on language departments. We are well on the way to loose many languages taught there.

I would appreciate if you could share your thoughts on those two points.

Yours Truly,

Odile Renault Wall

Voici les réponses que Odile Renault Wall a reçues de Carl Svoboda (Parti vert), Stephanie Renault (NPD) : (les autres réponses seront ajoutées au fur et à mesure de leur réception)
From: carl@carl4varsity.ca 
To: odilewall@shaw.ca 
Sent: Sat, 02 May 2015 07:47:45 -0600 

Subject: Re: your opinion regarding bilingualism and post-secondary education 
Thank you for expressing your concerns. I am also supportive of official bilingualism. Both of my children went to French immersion schools from elementary through high school. I think that French should be respected as an official language in Alberta courts, although it is unrealistic to expect that all provincial judges should be bilingual. The decline of language instruction in higher education is a symptom of the general devaluation of arts education under the Conservative government, a trend that should be reversed. 
Carl 
From: Stephanie McLean <ndpstephanie@gmail.com>
To: odilewall <odilewall@shaw.ca>
Sent: Sun, 03 May 2015 16:56:04 -0600 (MDT)
Subject: Re: copie de ma lettre aux différents candidats
Mme Renault Wall, as you might see from my choice of a business partner, I appreciate the bilingual character of our country. I can't do anything about the current situation as long as the Conservatives (or heaven forbid the Wild Rose) are running the province. I would appreciate your support on election day, Tuesday May 5, and I want to be part of a government that listens and responds to the concerns that people bring forward, as opposed to a government that dictates.

I share your concern about what is happening to post-secondary education. The only way we are going to start to fix this is to elect an NDP government. 

Sincerely,

Stephanie





